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PORTRAIT OF THE PEOPLE

IMPORTANT
 � 1 million 908 thousand inhabitants live in Latvia (in 2020).
 � Latvia’s main ethnic groups are Latvians and Livs. According to the national census, there are currently 250 Livs 

in Latvia. The number of speakers of the inherited Liv language is around 30 to 40.
 � Latvia ranks 147th among 214 countries and territories in the world by population.
 � The national language is Latvian. Latvian is a Baltic language and belongs to the Indo−European language family. 

Latvian is considered to be one of the oldest European languages.
 � Latvia is a multinational country with people of more than 150 nationalities living here. The largest ethnic groups 

are Russians (24.7 %), Belarusians (3.2 %), Ukrainians (2.3 %), Poles (2.0 %), other nationalities (Lithuanians, Jews, Roma, 
Germans and Estonians) (5.3 %).

 � Minorities and their culture are an integral and important part of Latvian society and the cultural space.
 � There are 1163 registered religious congregations in Latvia, and the largest Christian denominations are the most 

widely represented: Lutherans, Catholics, Orthodox and Baptists.
 � 68 % of Latvia’s population live in urban areas, 33 % live in Rīga, the capital of Latvia.

INTERESTING FACTS
 � In Latvia, the population is recorded in the regular population censuses, which are held every 10 years.
 � In 1920, only 24 % of the population lived in urban areas.
 � Latvia’s population is twice as active on social networks as the world average.
 � In 1925, there was 1 telephone for every 76 people, while in 2016 there were on average 2020 mobile phones  

per 100 households.
 � The Day of All Unrecorded and Unusual Names is celebrated on 22 May.
 � According to 2018 data, the professions that are most in-demand in Latvia are programmers, marketing experts, 

financiers, accountants, builders, engineers, salespeople, nurses, teachers, drivers, cooks, mechanics.
 � A special tradition among Latvians are the Cemetery Ritual Events, which are held in Latvian cemeteries in July 

and August. Immediate and extended families come together to remember their deceased relatives. Cemeteries are 
specially cleaned up in preparation for the Cemetery Ritual Event. In addition, Remembrance Day and All Saints’ Day are 
celebrated in autumn. The Cemetery Ritual Event is a strongly rooted tradition in Latvia.

 � The Liv language is listed as critically endangered by UNESCO as one of the world’s endangered languages.  
Today, around 30 people in the world can communicate well in Liv.

 � 8.8 % of the Latvian population speak Latgalian in their daily life, of these, 35.5 % are in Latgale, 5.7 % of them  
are under the age of 17 (2012).
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