
jūraspie
Dzintara

PIE DZINTARA JŪRAS



jūrasDzintara
pie

PIE DZINTARA JŪRAS



seaamberby the BY THE AMBER SEA

IMPORTANT
 � Latvia is located on the Baltic Sea. The Baltic Sea is a sea of the Atlantic Ocean. It is located in northern Europe. 
 � The Baltic Sea is the youngest sea on the planet. It was formed about 13−10 thousand years ago. The age of the 

sea with its current borders is about 4000 years.
 � The total length of the Baltic Sea coast is about 8000 km. The Baltic coastline in Latvia is about 500 km long. 
 � Water in the Baltic Sea is not very salty. The salinity of the sea is 4 times lower than in the global ocean.
 � The Baltic Sea is shallow. Its average depth is 55 metres.
 � More than 200 large rivers flow into the Baltic Sea. The largest Latvian rivers that flow into the Gulf of Rīga are 

Daugava, Gauja, Lielupe and Salaca rivers.
 � The largest bays in the Baltic Sea are the Gulf of Bothnia, the Gulf of Finland and the Gulf of Rīga.
 � In Latvia, there is a point where the Baltic Sea meets the waves of the Gulf of Rīga. This is Cape Kolka − the largest 

cape in Latvia.
 � In Latvia, the open sea is bordered by cities such as Liepāja, Pāvilosta and Ventspils in Kurzeme, and by the Gulf 

of Rīga in Jūrmala, Rīga, Saulkrasti, Ainaži and others. Rīga, Liepāja and Ventspils are important port cities.
 � There are various beaches along the seashore. The resort town of Jūrmala has about 24 km of white sandy 

beaches, while the Vidzeme coast has rocky beaches in many places.
 � The steep coastline of the Baltic Sea is an interesting natural formation − it stretches for tens of kilometres and 

reaches up to 20 metres. The steep coastline in Jūrkalne is particularly impressive. 
 � The most important fish species in the Baltic Sea and coastal waters are cod, herring, sprats and salmon.
 � The Baltic Sea is home to three species of seals: the grey seal, the ringed seal and the spotted seal. The grey seal 

is the most common seal on the Latvian coast. It is the largest seal in the Baltic Sea. The smallest is the humpback seal. 
Gulls are the most common seagulls visible when walking along the coast.

INTERESTING FACTS
 � The Baltic Sea is called the Amber Sea. Amber has been found on the seashore since the Baltic Sea was formed.
 � Latvia’s neighbours, the Estonians, are virtually the only ones who call the Baltic Sea the West Sea, because it lies 

in the west of Estonia. However, the Germans, Danes and Dutch call the Baltic Sea the East Sea.
 � Every summer, many seaside towns celebrate the Sea Festival or Fishermen’s Festival on the second Saturday 

in July. This tradition began in 1936 in Pāvilosta.
 � In 2020, the My Sea (Mana jūra) campaign was held in Latvia for the ninth time. Its aim is to work together 

to protect the Baltic Sea and its coast from pollution.
 � You can learn about fishing and seafaring in Latvia at the Rīga History and Navigation Museum, the Ainaži 

Maritime School Museum, the Seaside Open-Air Museum in Ventspils and the Roja Sea Fisheries Museum.
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