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IMPORTANT
 � Latvia’s forests cover more than 50 % of the national territory, and almost all of them are publicly accessible.
 � Common tree species found in Latvia’s forests include pine, birch, spruce, white alder, aspen, ash, alder and oak.
 � Latvia’s forests are home to more than 20 species of native trees and 30 species of native shrubs.
 � Latvia is located in the band where northern coniferous forests and temperate broadleaved forests meet, so our 

forests contain species typical of both. The majority (69 %) are coniferous forests, made up of pine and spruce. The rest 
of the forest area is covered with deciduous trees.

 � Most forests are found near Ventspils, Talsi, Smiltene, Valka and Aizkraukle − around 50−60 %, while the smallest 
amount − in Dobele, Jelgava, Bauska, Preiļi and Rēzekne − around 25−30 % of the total area.

 � The forest sector and forestry is one of the most important economic sectors in Latvia, currently employing 
40 000 people.

 � The forestry sector exports about 75 % of its production (wood, furniture, planks, structural timber products, etc.).
 � Spring is considered the best time to plant trees, but conifers and deciduous trees can also be planted in autumn, 

and deciduous trees even until the frost sets in.

INTERESTING FACTS
 � Some pine trees can reach 500 years of age, while oaks can be as old as 1000 years. In 1976, the Dižkoku 

atbrīvotāju grupa (Heritage Tree Liberation Group) or DAG was founded in Latvia. Its leaders were Zigurds Vidiņš, Imants 
Ziedonis, Guntis Eniņš and others. A heritage tree is a particularly old and stout tree of great scientific, cultural, historical 
and aesthetic importance. Heritage trees are usually protected by the state as special natural monuments. There are 
around 4 000 registered heritage trees in Latvia.

 � The national symbols of Latvia are the oak and the linden tree. They are the subject of many Latvian folk songs.
 � The largest Latvian oak tree is called the Tree of God, the World Tree, the Home of Pērkontēvs, a cult tree. It 

symbolises strength and power, and is therefore featured on the Latvian coat of arms and the national currency. The 
oak tree in Dundaga Park is called the “lats” or “money” oak because it was the prototype for the tree on the 5-lat note 
in Latvian currency.

 � The linden is a symbol of femininity. In the past, food was placed in front 
of the linden tree and it was decorated with mittens and “prievītes” (handwoven 
Latvian ribbons), invoking the favour of the ancient deities. In many places in Latvia, 
sacred linden trees have been preserved. 

 � The Kaive Oak or Kaive Ancestral Oak is a large oak tree that grows in 
Kaive, near Tukums. It is the thickest and oldest tree in Latvia and the whole of the 
Baltics. 

WORDS TO LEARN
 � Forest, tree, trunk, stump, oak, linden, pine, spruce, birch, alder, rowan, conifers, deciduous trees, broadleaved 

trees, pine forest, plant, measure.
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