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IMPORTANT
 � Latvia’s rivers are part of the Baltic Sea catchment area. Around 114 small rivers flow into the sea along a 500 km 

stretch of the Baltic Sea and the Gulf of Rīga. The sources of Latvia’s rivers (places where the stream bed is clearly marked 
and the stream itself can be observed) are usually in a lake, marsh, spring or spring-fed area.

 � Rivers (including lakes) are inland waters. Inland waters consist of groundwater and surface water (rain, snow, 
streams). Groundwater is the main source of drinking water. In the countryside, wells or boreholes near houses are 
sources of clean water. Springs are formed when groundwater flows to the surface.

 � A river is most often characterised by its length and catchment area. A river basin is the area from which the surface 
water drains and also the groundwater that forms a river drain (see map). The area of a basin is defined in square kilometres. 

 � There are about 12 500 rivers, streams and large ditches in Latvia. The total length of rivers is about 37 000 km. 
Rivers shorter than 10 km make up 51 % of the total length of all rivers in Latvia. Only 777 rivers are longer than 10 km, 
of which 17 rivers are longer than 100 km. The longest rivers in Latvia are the Gauja, Daugava, Ogre, Venta, Iecava and 
Lielupe rivers. Aiviekste, a tributary of the Daugava, is the only river that flows out of Lake Lubāns. The longest tributary  
of the Gauja is the Tirza river. The longest tributary of the Lielupe river is the Iecava river. The largest tributary of the 
Venta river is the Abava river.

 � In Latvia, about 25 rivers have a catchment area larger than 1000 km2. Only 14 rivers have a catchment area  
of 2000 km2 or more. The largest rivers in Latvia are the Daugava, Lielupe, Venta, Aiviekste and Gauja rivers. For the 
largest Latvian rivers, part of the basin lies in the territory of other countries (Russia, Belarus, Lithuania and Estonia).

 � Latvia’s rivers are young. The river valleys were formed 10−13 thousand years ago following glacial retreat. Only 
some river valleys were formed earlier. These sections of river valleys formed by glacial meltwater streams are called valleys 
(Gauja valley, Abava valley, etc.). The Daugava, Gauja and Abava valleys are major river valleys formed in the Devonian period.

INTERESTING FACTS
 � Latvia has many small rivers. Small rivers have different names in different regions of Latvia. In Kurzeme they  

are called “valks” or streams, in Vidzeme they are called “urgas” (rivulets), and in Latgale they are called “rūči”.
 � The Abava valley is called the “Switzerland of Kurzeme”, the Gauja valley the “Switzerland of Vidzeme”.
 � Traditionally, at the end of April, Kuldīga celebrates the flood show “Flying Fish in Kuldīga”, when you can watch 

bream and salmon jumping up the Venta river. The show also opens the tourist season in Kuldīga. Every year in the third 
week of May, the Latvian Culture Foundation organises Daugava Days. The aim is to remind people to protect and care 
for the cultural heritage of the Daugava valley.

 � Towns along the Daugava are usually located on both banks. The only town that is not located on both banks of 
the Daugava is Jaunjelgava. On the left bank of the Daugava, it is the next town after Rīga. To know which is the right bank 
and which is the left bank, you should stand in the direction of the flow of the river. Right hand − right bank, left hand − 
left bank. The city named after the Daugava river is Daugavpils. 

 � The origin of the word Daugava is related to the word “daudz” (much): in the olden days, the word meant “a large, 
water-filled and swift river that floods severely in the spring”.

 � The most famous songs about Daugava are “Saule, Pērkons, Daugava” by Mārtiņš Brauns and “Daugav’s abas 
malas” by Jānis Norvilis. The lyrics of both songs are based on the poetry of Rainis.

WORDS TO LEARN
 � River, estuary, source, spring, brook, swamp, stream, catchment, underground, depth, velocity, level, bank, valley, 

ancient valley, flow, run, be located.
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